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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

• Under IDEA, Florida submits a variety of data from 
the student database, and assessment files to the 
US Department of Education:
• Child Count

• Educational Environments

• Exit

• Discipline

• Assessment

• Personnel

http://www.fldoe.org/
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IDEA Data

• USED
• Includes data in an annual report to Congress

• Publishes data from all states:  
https://osep.grads360.org/#program

• Requires States to use data to make annual reports
• LEA Determinations

• CEIS (Identification, Placement, and Discipline)

• State Performance Plans

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://osep.grads360.org/#program
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• February 1 of each year, Florida submits the State Performance 
Plan (SPP)-Annual Performance Report (APR) to USED

• In the SPP-APR, we report targets for 17 indicators as well as 
progress in meeting those targets.

• The FFY 2015 Part B SPP-APR Report can be found on DOE’s ESE 
homepage under Topics of Special Interest located at  
www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu

SPP - APR

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Accurate Data Requires Teamwork

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Why data quality?

• Funding Allocations and Financial Implications 
(CEIS)

• Accurate data is crucial when making policy 
decisions to improve  educational outcomes

• Data is a powerful tool

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Survey Due Dates, SY 2017-18

Survey 2: 

• Survey Week: October 9-13, 2017 

• Due Date: October 20, 2017 

• State Processing: October 16 – November 3, 2017 

• Final Update/Amendment Date: December 15, 2017

Survey 5: 

• Due date: July 27, 2018 

• State processing: July 23 – August 24, 2018

• Preliminary data pull for federal reporting – October 6, 2018

• Final Update/Amendment Date: October 31, 2018 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Survey Due Dates, SY 2018-19

Survey 2: 

• Survey Week: October 8-12, 2018 

• Due Date: October 19, 2018 

• State Processing: October 15 – November 2, 2018 

• Final Update/Amendment Date: December 15, 2018 

Survey 5: 

• Due Date: July 26, 2019 

• State Processing: July 22 – August 23, 2019 

• Final Update/Amendment Date: October 31, 2019 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Surveys 2 and 3 Survey 5 and Other Sources

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Key Formats and Data Elements

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Key Formats

• Exceptional Student
• Federal/State Indicator Status
• Student Demographic
• Student Discipline/Resultant Action
• Student End of Year Status
• Staff Demographic

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Exceptional Student Format

• Key Data Elements:

• Exceptional Student, IDEA Educational 
Environments

• Exceptionality, Primary

• Exceptionality, Other

• Time, Total School Week

• Time With Non-Disabled Peers

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Federal/State Indicator Status

• Key Data Elements
• Fund Source
• Section 504 Eligible

Student Demographic

• Key Data Elements
• Grade Level
• Birth Date
• Ethnicity
• Race Categories

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Student Discipline
• Key Data Elements

• Discipline/Resultant Action Code
• Incident, Identifier
• Duration, Discipline Action

Student End-of-Year
• Key Data Elements

• Diploma Type
• Certificate of 

Completion, Type
• Withdrawal Reason

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
19

Staff Demographic

• Key Data Elements

• District Number
• Social Security Number
• Survey = 2
• Job Code, Primary = 52053 or 52054 or 

52055
• Qualified Paraprofessional Status

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Data Quality Concerns

IDEA Educational Environment Codes/Age and Least 
Restrictive Environment (LRE)

Discipline

Incorrect Fund Source

Paraprofessional Qualifications

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Data Verification for IDEA Educational 
Environment Codes

• This year:
• 3,087 errors identified before the correction period.

• 483 errors identified after the correction period.

• 84% of errors corrected.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Data Verification Trend: Errors Before-After

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

Before 9,568 5,970 4,277 3,813 2,954 3,419 2,208 1,161 1,731 3,087

After 2,220 1,562 810 546 597 596 417 402 432 483
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Data Verification Trend: % Errors Corrected
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Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)

• Exceptional Student, IDEA Educational Environment
• For students with disabilities ages 3-5, (Including 

Kindergarten students who are age 5) use only codes K, 
L, M, S, B, A, OR J and determine which one of the 
codes apply

• For students with disabilities ages 6-21, (Including 
Kindergarten students who are age 6 or older) use only 
codes C, P, D, F, H, OR Z and determine which one of the 
codes apply

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Students Aged 3 - 5

Includes Kindergarten 
students who are age 5

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Students Ages 6-21

Includes
Kindergarten 
students who 

are age 6

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Time, Total School Week

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Time with Non-Disabled Peers

http://www.fldoe.org/
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IDEA Educational Environment Code Summary Chart

Age IDEA Educational Environment Code

0 - 2 Z (these students are not included)

Ages 3 - 5 (including 

kindergarten students who 

are age 5)

A, B, J, K, L, M or S

Ages 6 - 21 C, D, F, H, P or Z

http://www.fldoe.org/
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IDEA Educational Environment Code

• Reminder:
• Exceptional Student, IDEA Educational Environments is 

age-based (not grade-based) meaning districts should 
use applicable codes according to the age of the student 
(calculated as of date certain which is always the last 
Friday of survey week).

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Data Quality Check for IDEA Educational 
Environment Codes

 GQRR F71013 – IDEA EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS BY DISTRICT, AGES 3-5

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

IDEA EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS BY DISTRICT

AGES 3-5

2017-18 SURVEY 2 AS OF 10/20/17

GQRR F71013

Dist # District K L M S B A J C P D F H Z

# District  A 45 210 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 43

# District B 56 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

# District C 252 190 1 26 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 1

# District D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

# District E 660 308 226 2 0 4 139 0 0 0 0 0 48

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Data Quality Check for IDEA Educational 
Environment Codes

 GQRR F71014 – IDEA EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS BY DISTRICT, AGES 6-21

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

IDEA EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS BY DISTRICT

AGES 6-21

2016-17 SURVEY 2 AS OF 10/20/17

NOTE:  Codes C, P, D, F, H, or Z are the only codes applicable to this age group.

GQRR F71014

Dist # District K L M S B A J C P D F H Z

# District  A 4 16 5 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 32 3,372

# District B 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 522

# District C 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 35 429 0 23 4,112

# District D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

# District E 26 7 11 0 0 3 5 21 559 214 50 46 10,614

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Data Quality Check for IDEA Educational 
Environment Codes

• Report F71000 (ESE IDEA Educational 
Environment by Student by School) 

• Download from Northwest Regional Data 
Center (TSO Menu)

• Provides student level data

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Report F71000, Sample Layout

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
35

Data Quality Check Student Discipline

• Length of in-school suspensions, out-of-school 
suspensions/expulsions are reported

• Count of discipline incidents

• Count of students disciplined with in-school/out-of-
school/expulsions 

• Not meeting state established goals for 
suspension/expulsions risk ratios could have fiscal 
implications

• Close attention to the Duration, Discipline Action 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CEIS)

• For any LEA where data show disproportionate 
representation in identification, placement, or 
discipline, the State must prohibit the LEA from 
reducing its maintenance of effort under 34 CFR 
§300.203 for any fiscal year

• Districts are required to set aside 15% of IDEA 
funds for CEIS and report the number of students 
who benefited from CEIS.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Identification of students in special education

Students of a particular race are at least 3.5 times more likely to be
identified as disabled when compared to all other races combined. The
calculation is repeated for students with disabilities (SWD), students
identified as intellectually disabled (IND), students identified as
emotional/behavioral disordered (EBD), students with specific learning
disabilities (SLD), students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), students
identified as other health impaired (OHI), and students identified as
speech or language impaired (SILI).

• Survey 2
• Student Demographic format 

• Exceptional Student format (Exceptionality, Primary)

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Placement of students served in special education

Students with disabilities ages 6-21 of any race are at least 3.5 times more
likely to be placed in a separate class or other separate environment when
compared to all other races combined. The calculation is used for the total
of all disabled students only.

• Survey 2

• Student Demographic format 

• Exceptional Student format 

Exceptionality, Primary

Exceptional Student, IDEA Educational Environments

Time, Total School Week

Time with Non-Disabled Peers

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Frequency of disciplinary removals

Incidents of removal of students with disabilities through in-school
suspension (ISS), out-of-school suspension (OSS), or expulsion for students
with disabilities of any given race are at least 3.5 times more likely to
occur when compared to all other races combined. The calculation is used
for the total of all disabled students only.

• Student Discipline format
• Discipline/Resultant Action Code

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Reporting Requirements for CEIS

• Report whhich students are receiving services 
supported by CEIS funds if districts are required to 
provide CEIS or if they voluntarily choose to provide 
CEIS to students.

• Code I on the data element, Fund Source, part of 
the format Federal/State Indicator Status identifies 
these students.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Reporting Requirements for CEIS cont.

• Federal/State Indicator Status format
• Fund Source data element

Count must be 0 if district was not required to set aside 
IDEA funds.

Count must be greater than 0 if district was required to set 
aside IDEA funds.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Qualified Paraprofessionals

Ensure non-
instructional 

are coded 
appropriately

http://www.fldoe.org/
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2018 LEA Determinations 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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• Step One:
Any district required to set aside 15% of IDEA, Part B funds for Coordinated 
Early Intervening Services (CEIS) 2017-18 and 2018-19 will automatically be 
identified as Needs Intervention; any district required to set aside 15% of 
IDEA, Part B funds for CEIS for 2018-19 (but not in 2017-18) will 
automatically be identified as Needs Assistance.

• Step Two:
Points are earned based on the compliance and performance criteria listed 
below. The 2018 point values resulting in the determination categories are:

• Meets requirements: 13-17 points

• Needs assistance: 8-12 points

• Needs intervention: 4-7 points or in Needs Assistance 4 consecutive years

• Needs substantial intervention: 0-3 points

2018 LEA Determinations

http://www.fldoe.org/
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2018 LEA Determinations (Compliance)
 No critical state financial audit findings related to the education of students with disabilities. 

Source: Fiscal Year 2017 Auditor General Reports
 SPP 9 - No disproportionate representation in special education found to be due to inappropriate identification.

Source: Survey 2, 2017-18

 SPP 10 - No disproportionate representation in specific disability categories found to be due to inappropriate 
identification.
Source: Survey 2, 2017-18

 SPP 11 - At least 95 percent of students with parental consent to evaluate were evaluated within 60 days.
Source: Web-based data collection, 2016-17

 SPP 12 - At least 95 percent of children referred by Part C prior to age 3 who were found eligible for Part B had an IEP 
developed and implemented by their third birthdays.
Source: Survey 5, 2016-17 and Survey 2, 2017-18 matched with FLDOH Early Steps, 2016-17 data

 SPP 13 - At least 95 percent of transition IEPs found to be compliant with secondary transition IEP requirements. 
Source: BEESS Compliance Self-Assessment, 2016-17

 At least 95 percent of 2015-16 findings of noncompliance corrected within one year and demonstration of correct 
implementation of related regulation.
Source: BEESS tracking systems for desk top monitoring and state complaints via the General Supervision Website 

 Submission of valid, reliable and timely data in all four areas below:
 SPP 5 - at least 95 percent of errors corrected for placement/age errors or fewer than 10 errors at the end of the 

verification activity (2017-18 data);
 SPP 11 - timely submission of data (2016-17 data);
 SPP 12 - timely submission of the district verification file (2016-17 data); and 
 CEIS - did not set aside funds for CEIS (required or voluntary), but reported students receiving services in 2016-17, 

or set aside funds and did not report students being served. 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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2018 LEA Determinations (Performance)
SPP 1 – Federal Uniform Graduation Rate 
 At or above the state target of 58.3% for 2015-16 (1 point)
 At or above the state target of 60.3% for 2016-17 (1 point)
 Improvement from 2015-16 to 2016-17, meeting of 2016-17 state target, or change of less than 1% from 

2015-16 to 2016-17 (1 point)
SPP 2 – Federal Dropout Rate 
 At or below the state target of 13.4% for 2015-16 (1 point)
 At or below the state target of 11.7% for 2016-17 (1 point)
 Improvement from 2015-16 to 2016-17, meeting of 2016-17 state target, or change of less than 1% from 

2015-16 to 2016-17 (1 point)

Performance Criteria for Least Restrictive Environment (LRE): Districts that meet, exceed or make 
improvement toward the state target, with no decrease from the previous year, receive the following points:

SPP 5 – Least Restrictive Environment 
 At or above the state target of 83% for 2017-18 regular class placement (3/3 points)
 Within 10% of the 2017-18 state target and any improvement in LRE rate from 2016-17 to 2017-18 (2/3 

points) (
 Within 10% of the 2017-18 state target and no decrease greater than 5% from 2016-17 to 

2017-18 (1/3 point) 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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State targets for:

• Federal uniform graduation (2016-17): 60.3%

• Federal uniform graduation (2015-16): 58.3%

• Dropout (2016-17): 11.7%

• Dropout (2015-16): 13.4%

• Regular class placement (2017-18): 83%

• Regular class placement (2016-17): 82%

State Targets for 2018 Determination 
Performance Criteria

http://www.fldoe.org/
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LEA Determinations

• Required by the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education ACT (IDEA)
• Each district receives a determination of

• Meets requirements

• Needs assistance

• Needs intervention or

• Needs substantial intervention

• Based in part on whether data submitted are valid, 
reliable and timely

http://www.fldoe.org/
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LEA Determinations

• Also required by IDEA, each state shall report 
annually to the public on the performance of each 
local educational agency on the targets in the 
State’s performance plan.

• Florida meets this requirement through the LEA 
profiles and the Databook, available on the DOE 
website at http://www.fldoe.org/ese/datapage.asp.

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/ese/datapage.asp
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2017 LEA Determinations

• 36 Districts Met 
Requirements

• 33 Districts in Needs 
Assistance (3 Districts in 
CEIS first year)

• 7 Districts in Needs 
Intervention (6 Districts in 
CEIS multiple years and 
one District is CEIS first 
year and four years of 
Needs Assistance)

2018 LEA Determinations

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Publications and Resources

http://www.fldoe.org/
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LEA Profiles

• Published annually on FDOE website, 
http://fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-
edu/data/

• Tool in planning for systemic improvement

• Includes information about how district performed 
compared with state level targets in Florida’s State 
Performance Plan (required by IDEA). 

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/data/


www.FLDOE.org
53

LEA Profiles

• The following data are displayed for the 
district, district size-alike and state level
• Section One:  Educational Benefit
• Section Two: Educational Environment
• Section Three: Prevalence
• Section Four: Parent Involvement
• Last Section: District Performance Report

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Important Web Links

• Student and Staff Database Manuals
http://fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/database-
manuals-updates/

• Bureau of Exceptional Student Education
http://fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/

• Program Accountability/Assessments and Data 
Systems (PAADS)

http://fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-
edu/data/

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/database-manuals-updates/
http://fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/
http://fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/data/
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Important Web Links cont.

• Florida PK-20 Education Information Portal

• PK-12 Public School Data Publications & Reports  
http://fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-
accountability-services/pk-12-public-school-data-
pubs-reports/index.stml

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://edstats.fldoe.org/SASPortal/public
http://fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-accountability-services/pk-12-public-school-data-pubs-reports/index.stml
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Questions

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Contact Information

Heidi Metcalf, Sr. Educational Program Director
Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services (BEESS)
email: Heidi.Metcalf@fldoe.org
phone: 850-245-0475

Cyndi Holleman
email: Cyndi.Holleman@fldoe.org
phone: 850-245-0475

Steve Barnes
email: Steve.Barnes@fldoe.org
phone: 850-245-0475

http://www.fldoe.org/
mailto:Heidi.Metcalf@fldoe.org
mailto:Cyndi.Holleman@fldoe.org
mailto:Steve.Barnes@fldoe.org
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